
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 

 p10350b-10350b 
Mr Christian Porter 

 [1] 

CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSIONER — ROGER MACKNAY, QC — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Attorney General 
MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [9.07 am]: I rise to inform the house of the appointment 
of Roger Macknay, QC, as the Western Australian Corruption and Crime Commissioner, effective from 
21 November 2011. Mr Macknay, QC, is a highly experienced and respected legal practitioner who practised as 
a barrister for over 20 years prior to his appointment as a judge of the District Court of Western Australia. He 
was admitted to practice in 1971 and appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1992. During the course of his practice he 
served in various positions of responsibility, including as chair of the Optometrists Registration Board of 
Western Australia, deputy chair of the Town Planning Appeal Tribunal, and commissioner of the Supreme Court 
of Western Australia. Mr Macknay, QC, was appointed as a judge of the District Court of Western Australia in 
1994 and served with distinction in that capacity for 15 years prior to his retirement in 2009. Since his retirement 
from the District Court, he has served as a deputy president of the State Administrative Tribunal and as an 
auxiliary judge of the District Court. He resigns those latter positions to assume the position of Corruption and 
Crime Commissioner.  

Mr Macknay, QC, is held in the highest esteem throughout the legal profession as a lawyer and a judge. His 
integrity, experience and capacity are unquestioned. I note that the opposition spokesperson on justice has 
publicly welcomed his appointment. Mr Macknay, QC’s, appointment has been made by the Governor upon my 
recommendation, with bipartisan support from the members of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption 
and Crime Commission and as one of a list of eligible candidates submitted by the nominating committee 
comprising the Chief Justice, the Chief Judge of the District Court and a community representative.  

Mr Macknay, QC’s, appointment is a vital step in ensuring that confidence is maintained in one of the key 
integrity bodies within the Western Australian government. A Corruption and Crime Commission capable of 
effectively deterring, detecting and investigating corruption and serious crime is clearly in the interests of the 
state, and Mr Macknay’s appointment is therefore to an office of great importance to the state of Western 
Australia. I would like to express the Liberal–National government’s best wishes to Mr Macknay in his new role. 
I would also like to express the government’s sincere thanks to Ms Michelle Hullett and Mr Mark Herron for 
their services as Acting Commissioners of the Corruption and Crime Commission prior to Mr Macknay’s 
appointment. 
 


